acquire a huge number of properties and other
assets and sell them back to the private sector.

I know they say they won’t dump properties, but
that promise is about as good as the one from presi-
dential candidates who vow not to go negative.

After all, the government has close to zero
incentive to hold onto properties and make a slow,
orderly sale. It has every incentive to unload them
quickly. The problem with dumping properties,
such as houses, is that they drive low prices even
lower. And the low prices attract not just those
who want to live in them but scads of speculators
who want to rent them out. Or just sit on them and
wzut for the rebound.

»GREG DAVIS
U.S. General Manager
Total Immersion

The trend goes toward transparency and disclo-
sure. This is good because obesity is an issue that we
have in this country and we have a lot of Americans
that eat fairly mindlessly. This is sort of a good
checkpoint to have some visibility on what they are
cating and to be more conscience about that con-
sumption. [ think that the ones who are really against
this are the proprietors of the chain restaurants,

Los Angeles Business Journal Poll

What do you think of the state law mandating
calorie counts on chain restaurant menus?
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»JOSEPH MAHON
Executive Chef
208 Rodeo

We're in the informa-
tion age so it’s just a nat-
ural extension about peo-
ple wanting to know
everything there is to
know. But I fecl that it’s
not really going to influ-
ence the customer’s deci-
sion on what they’re going
to cat. [ don’t think people
want a calorie count when
they go out to cat because
they just want to enjoy a
nice meal, the ambiance and the people they are
with. It’s going to take more than just a calorie
count to stop the obesity in our society.

»BRAD HALEY
Executive Vice President of Marketing
CKE Restaurants

In general it’s something we have every inten-
tion of complying with, These kinds of issues have
been cropping up on a city or county-by-county
basis. But it will ultimately limit the vanety con-
sumers can view on menu boards for those cus-
tomers going through the drive-through, which is
an unfortunate thing for consumers. [. myself,

California recently became the first state mandating What do you
chain restaurants to include calorie couats on their think of the
menus. So the Business Journal asks: calorie-count law?

K]

don’t count calories. [ kind of just look in the mir-
ror and if [ don’t like what [ see then 1 exercise
and manage what I eat.

> JONATHAN SHIBATA
Banking Center Manager-Assistant Vice President
Comerica Bank, Marina del Rev

Personally, I think it's great. I try to watch what
I eat anyway, so this law will definitely help. [ may
start to frequent those restaurants that highlight
their low-caloric menus.

> TAMMY MESCOB!
Director of Media & PR
NSBN LLP

Restaurant customers
have a right to know more
information about what
they eat. This law may
also encourage restaurant
owners to offer healthier
menu options, which
creates a win-win
situation. Calorie count
information on restaurant
menus is going to change
the way consumers are
going to order food as we
evolve toward a
health-conscious society.
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